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Copyright 
 

Copyright © 2011 DB Software Laboratory Limited. All rights reserved. 
 
No portion of this document may be reproduced, transmitted, transcribed, stored in 

a retrieval system, or translated into any language, in any form or by any means, 
without prior written consent of DB Software Laboratory Limited. 

 
 

Note to U.S. Government users:  
Documentation and programs related to restricted rights - use, duplication or 

disclosure is subject to restrictions set forth in: 
 GSA FMSS Schedule Contract No. GS00K92AFS2505-PS05. 
 

License Information 
 

You have access to Advanced ETL Processor Professional and Enterprise 
software and documentation pursuant to the terms of a Software License Agreement 
granted by DB Software Laboratory Limited. As a user of this software and 
documentation, you are bound by the terms of the Software License Agreement. All 
rights, title, and interest to this software remain with DB Software Laboratory Limited. 

Requests for copies of this publication and for technical information about DB 
Software Laboratory products should be made directly to DB Software Laboratory 
Limited. 

 

Disclaimer 
 
All information in this manual is subject to periodic change and revision without 

notice. While every effort has been made to ensure that this manual is accurate, DB 
Software Laboratory Limited excludes its liability for errors or inaccuracies (if any) 
contained herein. 

 

Registered Marks  
 

Any products or services mentioned or depicted in this document are identified by 
the trademarks or service marks of their respective companies or organisations. 

 

Edition Information 
 

This document refers to Active Table Editor version 5.0.0.0 
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1. Introduction 

 

Active Table Editor is software utility designed to give end user ability edit data quickly in any 

database.  
 

2. Requirements 

 

Below is the list of Software that must be installed before the installation of Active Table 

Editor: 

 

 
 

Software Version  Notes 

Microsoft Windows 98 or higher   

MDAC 2.6 or higher Part of OS on W2K, 

XP, Vista. 

 

MS Access ODBC 

driver 

4.00.6364.00 or 

higher 

Part of OS on W2K, 

XP, Vista. 

Only to work with MS 

Access 95-2003 

Databases 

MS Access 2007 

ODBC driver 

12.00.4518.1014 or 

higher 

Separate download Only to work with MS 

Access 2007 

Databases 

FoxPro ODBC 

driver 

6.1.8629.1 or 

higher 

Separate download Only to work with 

DBF/FoxPro Files 

SQL ODBC driver 2000.81.9041.40 Part of OS on W2K, 

XP, Vista. 

Only to work with  

MS SQL Server 

7/2008 

Oracle Client 7.3.4 or higher Provided by Oracle Only to work with 

Oracle 

Databases/Connect to 

Oracle repository  

Interbase client  GDS32.DLL Only to work with 

Interbase or Firebird 

Databases 

Jet 4.0 Service pack 5 or 

higher 

Part of OS on W2K, 

XP, Vista. 

To connect to MS 

Access repository  

 

Separate Downloads: 

 

FoxPro ODBC driver  

http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/vfoxpro/bb190233.aspx 

 

Office 2007 Data Access Components 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=7554F536-8C28-4598-9B72-

EF94E038C891&displaylang=en 

http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/vfoxpro/bb190233.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=7554F536-8C28-4598-9B72-EF94E038C891&displaylang=en
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=7554F536-8C28-4598-9B72-EF94E038C891&displaylang=en
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Working with Oracle:  

 

   Oracle client 8.1.7 and Oracle Ole DB Provider for Oracle to use Oracle repository on Oracle 

8-9 and load data into/from Oracle 

     Or 

   Oracle client 9 and Oracle Ole DB Provider for Oracle to use Oracle repository on Oracle 8-9 

and load data into/from Oracle 

     Or 

   Oracle client 10 and Oracle Ole DB Provider for Oracle to use Oracle repository on Oracle 9-

10g and load data into/from Oracle. 

     Or 

   Oracle client 11 and Oracle Ole DB Provider for Oracle to use Oracle repository on Oracle 

10-11g and load data into/from Oracle. 

    

 

Note:  

   Depending on the Requirements you may or may not need to have all components installed 

   There is no need to install clients for MySql and PostgreSQL they are integrated into the 

software itself.  
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3. Key features 

 

This product features: 

 

¶ Easy Tables editing  

¶ Comprehensive security management 

¶ User definable Menus 

¶ User definable Input Forms 

¶ Reports 

¶ Unlimited number of Users and Groups 

¶ Repository Creation Wizard 

¶ Easy Repository switching 

¶ Repository Import and Export 

¶ SQL Editor  

¶ Integrated SQL Builder 

 

Active Table Editor uses repository to store following information 

 

¶ Users 

¶ Groups 

¶ Access Rights 

¶ Menus 

¶ Database Connections 

 

Repository Creation scripts are provided for following databases: 

 

¶ MS Access 

¶ Oracle 

¶ MS Sql Server 

¶ Interbase/Firebird 

¶ MySQL 

¶ PostgreSQL 

 

Note: 

Once installation is completed you may find all the scripts in 

C:\Users\Public\Documents\DBSL\Repository Scripts\Repository 
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4. Active Table Editor Architecture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oracle, MS SQL Server.  

MS ACCESS, MySQL, 

PostgreSQL or Interbase 

End Users 

Data Sources 

Connections 

Menu Items 

Forms Designer 

Menu Designer 

Report Designer 

Security 

SQL Editor 

 

 

Active Table Editor 
 

 

 

Oracle 

SQL  

SeverServ

er 
ODBC 

  SQLite 

 MS Access 

 

 
Ole DB 
 

 

DBF Files 

 

 

 
 

PostgreSQL 

Interbase 

Ole DB 
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5. Getting Started 

 

Repository creation 

  

Use wizard provided to create the repository or alternatively you may use default MS Access 

Repository.  

 

To Start Active Table Editor Click Start -> All Programs -> DB Software Laboratory -> 

Active Table Editor-> Active Table Editor 

Login Box will appear  

 

 
 

Enter user name and password to login 

 

Notes: 

Default password for user Administrator is Administrator 

You may bypass login screen by running application as follows 

ATEditor.exe User=Administrator;Password=Administrator 

Change Repository 

Connection Options 
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6. Options 

 

To change Active Table Editor Settings click System menu-> File-> Options. 

Dialog box will appear. 

 

  
 

Change Repository 

Connection 

properties 

Delete Repository 

Connection 

Create new 

Repository 

Connection 
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7. User Interface 

Main window 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

System Menu 

Outlook Bar 

Status bar 
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Outlook Bar 

 

Active Table Editor uses Outlook bar to provide the user with an easy access to the main 

functions of application. 

 

Below is a list of Outlook bar items with the short descriptions: 

 

 

 

Connections Defines connections to Data Sources 

 

Menu Items Defines Menu Items 

 

Menu Designer Defines Application Menu  

 

Users Defines list of Active Table Editor Users 

 

Groups Defines list of Active Table Editor Groups 

 

SQL Scripts Provides functionality to run SQL statements against target 

Data Sources and quick way to browse and edit data  

 

 

Note: 

All Outlook bar items above are available only to the members of Administrators 

group. 



Active Table Editor User Manual 

 

 

Copyright © 2010 DB Software Laboratory  Page 13 of 59 

 

 

8. Connections 

 

In order to edit data Active Table Editor  must be able to connect to one or more Data sources. 

 

Active Table Editor can work with following databases: 

 

¶ Oracle 

¶ MS SQL Server 

¶ Microsoft SQL Server CE 

¶ Interbase or Firebird 

¶ MySQL 

¶ PostgreSQL 

¶ SQLite 

¶ Ole DB 

¶ ODBC 

 

To create a new connection Click Outlook Bar-> Management-> Connections->Plus Icon. 

 

 
 

 

¶ Dialog box will appear. 

¶ Select appropriate connection type 

¶ In the Name Text Box type in a new name for the connection you are about to create 

¶ Fill in server name/database name/port number and all other relevant information 

¶ Fill in Username/Password  

¶ Click Test to ensure the details you have provided are correct 

 

Note: 

To refresh list of databases double click on it 
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Browse connection 

tables and data 

Build Ole DB/ODBC 

connection string 
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ODBC Connection Strings 

  

It also possible to use ODBC connection strings for both Reader and Writer 
connections.  
For example for MS SQL Server connection string is: 
 

Driver={SQL Native Client}; 

Server=myServerAddress;Database=myDataBase;Uid=myUsername;Pwd=myPassword; 

 

One of the major benefits of using connection strings that it makes it no longer necessary to 

create ODBC Dsnôs manually on every single computer where Advanced ETL Processor is 

installed. It also gives a greater control over the connection parameters.  

 

Note: 

 Leave user name and password blank and provide it within connection string 
 

More information about connection strings can be found at: 

http://www.connectionstrings.com 

 

The simplest way to create ODBC connection string is to use ODBC Connection builder 

dialog. Double click on ODBC driver name to create a connection string 

 

 

http://www.connectionstrings.com/
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Table browser  

 

Allows editing data in tables run scripts or create/drop database objects 
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9. Menu Items 

Menu Items are the construction blocks we use to design user menus. In another words Menu 

item is a result of execution of SQL statement associated with Icon and appropriate 

Description.    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

List of Menu Items available to current user 

All Menu Items 

This report is linked to that 

form 

Item properties 

Item designer 
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SQL Builder 
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Execute Button 
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There are four types of items end user can use 

 

1. Table 

2. Record 

3. Table/Record 

4. Report 

 

Table Item 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Data Grid populated with 

results of SQL execution 

Item Description is taken from comments 

Menu Item Icon 

List of available actions is defined 

by the user security rights 
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Record Item 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once logged in as an Administrator you are 

able to change this form layout by modifying 

existing objects and adding/deleting the old 

ones 

Navigation Buttons 

Designer Button is 

available only to 

Administrators 



Active Table Editor User Manual 

 

 

Copyright © 2010 DB Software Laboratory  Page 24 of 59 

 

 

Table/Record Item 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Press to switch from table to record view 

reord 
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Report Item 

 

Note: 

     Additional information is provided in separate help file 

 

 
 

 
 

Preview Button 
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Menu item design can be changed witin items list or with the item itself 

 
 

Form designer- grid  

 
Form designer- record 

 

Design item 
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Report designer 
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10. Forms Designer 

 

Once logged in as an Administrator it is possible change Record and Table/Record item layout 

by modifying existing objects and adding/deleting the old ones. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Press to show Forms Designer 
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Designer Screen Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Select an objects to 

modify itsô Properties 

Select an Object, than click on the panel to add it 

You may move objects and 

resize then by using mouse  

Select a field to 

link the object to  
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11. Report Designer 

 

This chapter illustrates the process involved in creating Active Table Editor  reports.   

 

A report provides the end user with the ability to view data as a neatly formatted presentation 

of data.  A typical report will be specific to a set of parameters or business concepts, such as a 

"Latest Orders" list, or in the case of accounts, an ñOverdue Payments" report.    

 

The type of report created will be dependant on the nature of the tasks and reporting 

procedures required. 

 

Active Table Editor reports can be designed specifically, for individual business cases or can 

be generated from the system. The following "Report Designer" section describes the process 

in more detail:    

 

Upon opening Report Designer you will be presented with a screen similar to the following: 

 

 
 

 

The units of measurement in the report can be determined from the horizontal and vertical 

rulers shown in the display. The units of measurement are usually based on centimetres, but 

this can be changed if required. This enables the user to design the exact layout of the data and 

titles on the report on paper before the report is designed. Therefore, it is possible to sue ñXò 

and ñYò measurements. 

 

Reports have three main aspects to them, as you can see on this illustration. These are 

described as follows: 
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Report Title 

 

As the name suggests, this is the name the report will be identified by, such as "Overdue 

Orders Report". This title is global to the whole report and will not change.     

Page Header 

 

This header will appear on every page of the report. The headings for each page should be 

relevant for the data you intend to print on the report. For instance, the heading on this report 

for each page will contain the "Product Name", "Quantity Per Unit" etc.    

Group Header 

 

Each report can be grouped by a specific category e.g. "group all prices by product type". The 

groupings usually take place in the SQL driving the report. Grouping can also take place at a 

number of levels.   

   

Hence, in this example there are two levels of grouping. The "CategoryName" and the 

"CompanyName" reflect the order of the groupings, i.e. group the data by "Category Name", 

then by "Company Name". The order of grouping can change, depending on the SQL or the 

groupings physically defined in the report.  

   

You will also note the other two tabs in the report. These are described as follows:   

Code   

 

This reflects the actual SQL code used in the report. Therefore, if you wish to change the data 

in the report, or the way it is grouped, for example, you can amend the SQL to reflect the 

changes you wish to implement in the report.   

Data   

 

This feature allows you to see a list of all the data used in the compilation of the report. The 

information presented here will probably change as a result of any changes made to the "code" 

section. 

Report tool bar 

 

 
     1                                  2                                 

 

1. Saves Report to the Repository 

2. Report Connection 
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Creating Basic Report 

 

In order to demonstrate how the report process works, letôs create very simple report which 

returns a list of customers. 

  

 

The example below will create a report based on a query. Therefore, click ñnextò and ñnew 

queryò.   At this point we have a choice. We can type in SQL directly or we can use the query 

builder.  
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If you are not very confident of your SQL skills, we recommend that the query builder it used 

in the process. However, in this example we will generate the report from an SQL query: 

 

Query Builder 
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The example illustrated shows that we have chosen the "Customers" table and chosen   

from the list of fields within that table for the report.   

 

Once you have the data you wish to include in the report the next step is to choose the   

Report layout. The process of choosing the fields from the table does not actually mean   

they will be displayed in the report. 

 

The objective here is to include appropriate data, perhaps to include in the query.   

However, not all fields will be needed in the report. This takes us on to the next step,   

i.e. deciding from the sub-set of fields which of these will be printed on the final report:   

 

 

 

The "Fields" dialogue allows you to select the fields you would like to be printed in the report, 

from the query you have just created. In the fieldôs dialogue shown, you can see that all fields 

in the query have been chosen for the report in this case.   

We do not wish to group by anything in this report, therefore leave the "Groups" section blank 

as shown:   
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Here you can define the preferred layout of the report, including the orientation, and if you 

prefer a tabular (the standard report format), or if you prefer you can have the information 

printed in a columnar format. In this case we have chosen a portrait layout, a tabular format 

and so that the data in the report fits neatly on to the page, we have clicked the "Fit fields to 

page width" checkbox.   

   

The other information about the report is shown, such as the company information and the 

address.    

   

Next, we come the to "Style" dialogue. This allows us to specify how the report will "look and 

feel", by the use of colours and fonts. In our example there are four report styles to choose 

from but it is possible to create your own styles. For our report we chose "Corporate".    
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Report in Report Designer 

 

Finally, we click "Finish" to create the new report. Once we have done this we see the original 

Report Designer screen. From here we can choose the "Preview" button as shown:  

 

 
  
We are then presented with the report as it will look when it is printed like so:   

 

  

Preview Button 
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Using the preview button, the report can be exported to PDF, Html or into an Excel file as a 

CSV. Reports can also be emailed, either by saving them into one of the formats stated or 

directly from the preview facility.   

 

Note: 

       Only administrators can design Reports. End users can only view and print them 
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Attaching reports to the forms 

 

One of the benefits on using Active Table Editor is th ablity to link reporst to forms 

 

 
 

 

 

List of linked repots 

 

To create new report click plus, to print  double click on the report name. 

 

Note: 

Only adminstrators can create edeit and delete reports 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Linked Reports 
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Once report is created it is possible to link to the form by using varibles.  

To see the list of variables withon designer  click  report => variables 

 

List of variables  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Select data tab 

Select Query 

Click SQL 
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Link parameter to the report 

 

 
 

Parameter 

Parameters list 
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Parameter name 

Variable name 
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12. Menu Designer 

 

Every user has a menu assigned. List of items accessible by the user is defined by its access 

rights. Every menu consists of a root folder subfolders and items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: 

Administratorôs Menu is populated automatically when new Menu item is created. 

Menu 
List of Menus 

Drag and Drop 

Items 
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Creating a new Menu 

 

 
 

¶ To create a new Menu click Pop up menu-> Add. 

¶ Fill in Menu Name you are about to create. 

¶ Click OK to finish creation of Menu. 
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Creating new Menu Item 

 

 
 

¶ To create a new Menu Item click Pop up menu-> Add. 

¶ Choose appropitate Item Type from Radio Group 

¶ Fill in Item Name or choose it from drop down box. 

¶ Click OK to finish creation of Menu Item. 

 

 

 
 

Items are sorted by Item 

position number first, then by 

item name 
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Speeding up Menu creation. 

 

It is also possible to use drug and drop for menu design and creation. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of folders  

List of Menu Items  

Press this button to see how menu will look like 
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13. Users 

 

Active Table Editor uses roles based security model. Every user must be a member at list one 

of the users groups and have menu assigned. Combination of group access rights and user 

group membership defines list of documents user can get access to. 

  

 
 

 

 
 

¶ To create a new User click Outlook bar Users and than click  Add. 

¶ Dialog box will appear  

¶ Fill in User Name you are about to create. 

¶ Specify if user login is disabled 

¶ Fill in user password and confirm password 

¶ Select a User Menu from drop down box 

¶ Click Advanced tab and fill in additional information about user  

¶ Click OK to finish creation of an User. 
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Note: 

All Fields on Advanced tab are not mandatory.
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Once user is created it is possible to modify Group membership. 
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14. Groups 

Active Table Editor uses roles based security model. Every user must be a member at list one 

of the users groups and have menu assigned. Combination of group access rights and user 

group membership defines list of Menu Items user can get access to. 

 

 
 

 
 

¶ To create a new Group click Outlook bar -> Groups and than click  Add. 

¶ Dialog box will appear  

¶ Fill in Group Name you are about to create 

¶ Click OK to finish creation of an Group 

 
















